D. Roy Wilkins of NAACP meets with DeLoach to di scuss al legati ons 
about Dr . King : N ovember 27, 199 1^ 


On November 24, 1964, Director Hoover gave a speech at Loyola 
University in Chicago in which he referred to moral laxness in civil 
rights group. On November 27, Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary of 
NAACP, phoned DeLoach and requested a meeting. Wilkins told the 
Committee that he had been disturbed by Hoover’s Loyola University 
speech a few days before, and that he had realized Hoover had been 
referring to Dr. King because of rumors then circulating that the 
FBI had developed ‘derogatory” material about Dr. King. Wilkins 
was spurred into meeting with DeLoach by pointed inquiries from 
several reporters about whether Director Hoovers remarks had bee 
directed toward Dr. King. Wilkins described his motivation in re- 
questing the meeting as “protecting the civil rights movement.’ He 
said that Dr. King did not learn of his meeting with DeLoach until 
over a week after it had occurred. 357 

DeLoach and Wilkins have given the Committee differing account 
of what was said at their meeting. DeLoach’s version is summarize^ 
in a letter that he sent to President Johnson on November 30, 1964 f 

Wilkins said that . . . the ruination of Ki n g would spell the 
downfall of the entire civil rights movement . . . Wilkins indi- 
cated that [if allegations concerning Kings personal conduct 
and supposed connections with communists were publicized], 
many of his Negro associates would rise to his defense. He 
felt, however, that many white people who believe in the civil 
rights movement and who yearly contribute from $500 to 
$50,000 to this movement would immediately cease their finan- 
cial support. This loss, coupled with the loss of faith in King 
by millions of Americans, would halt any further progress or 
the civil rights movement. 358 

A memorandum by DeLoach written shortly after the meeting states: 

I told Him . . . that if King wanted war we certainly would 

f ive it to him. Wilkins shook his head and stated there was no 
oubt in his mind as to which side would lose if the FBI really 
came out with all its ammunition against King. I told him the 
ammunition was plentiful and that while we were not respon- 
sible for the many rumors being initiated against King, we 
had heard of these rumors and were certainly in a position to 
substantiate them. 359 

DeLoach’s memorandum stated that the meeting had concluded witn 
Wilkins' promise to “tell Kang that he can't win in a battle with 
FBI and that the best thing for him to do is to retire from public li 
Wilkins told the Committee that DeLoach's description of the m 
ing was “self serving and filled with inaccuracies” and denied 
Loach’s description of his remarks as “pure invention.” 3<w Wil 
stated that he had expressed his concern that accusations about 
Kin g would cripple the civil rights movement, noting that if ch* 
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